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Another SPANCRETE plant is now in full operation at Valders, Wisconsin. 
This new plant was built in order to increase service in filling the ever-growing 
demands for SPANCRETE in all types of building construction. 
Mass production techniques in two modern plants insure low material cost 
SPANCRETE'S versatility and flexibility cut design and engineering time 
fast construction reduces supervision . . savings allow for additional de luxe features. 
We suggest you investigate the possibilities of using SPANCRETE in your next building project. 


Call SPring 1-0100 for full information. 


VALDERS 
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MILWAUKEE 
PLANT 


— Й WEST ALLIS CONCRETE PRODUCTS CO. 


8714 W. Schlinger Ave e Milwaukee 14, Wis. 


DESIGNS , 
UNLIMITED 


tbanks to tbe Miracle of 
LAMINATION!! 


A new era of freedom in 


architectural design is here! You are 


free, Mr. Architect, to dream of 


exciting new combinations of 


structure, space and mass 


free to design in a boundless 
latitude that is yet within 


the realm of economic reality. 


As pioncers of lamination in America, we offer the Our staff of experienced structural engineers, trained 
services of master craftsmen who can and will custom product consultants and efficient estimators can help 
build laminated wood members to meet your most you keep your projects “in the money”. For complete 
advanced design requirements. details, write or call us. No obligation, of course. 
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UNIT STRUCTURES, INCORPORATED GEN PESHTIGO. WISCONSIN 


ES LISTED ON PAGE 2f 


VERSATILE FOLDING WALLS . . . . prominent element of interior design. 


WOOD FOLDING DOORS 


of solid wood cores veneered | 
with beautiful birch, oak, pine 
or Philippine mahogany are truly 
compatible with church architec- 


ture. 
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Madison — Milwaukee — Green Bay 


Established — 1911 


SEND FOR CATALOG M-59 sSHOWING NEW 
POSTS, HANDRAILS AND GRILL-O-METRICS 


460 MELWOOD STREET, PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA 
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The 


Historic 


HELP WANTED 


MALE OR FEMALE 


Buildings Preservation Committee 


is looking for 


willing and able bodied architects, draftsmen, students or other 
qualified personnel to assist in the measuring up of historic Wis- 
consin structures and in the preparation of record drawings for 
same, No compensation of any kind is being offered, other than 
the joy and satisfaction of making a genuine contribution to the 
preservation of Wisconsin’s historic architectural legacy. Drawings 
and photographs, properly prepared, will become a part of the 
Historic American Buildings Survey for permanent deposit in the 
national archives of the Library of Congress. 


If interested and willing to help, please contact: 


RICHARD W. E. PERRIN, A.LA. 
Chairman, Historic Buildings Pres- 
ervation Committee of the Wisconsin 
Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects. 


333 West North Ave., Milwaukee 12, 
Telephone FRanklin 4-4422 


What's that again? 


Photo by Austin Fraser, AIA 


The Three Ks" of Architecture 


Architectural education and curricu- 
lum were explored and evaluated on a 
broad front at the AIA-ACSA Semi- 
nar on. Teaching Architecture held at 
Grindstone Lake, Hayward, Wiscon- 
sin from June 7 to 19. Some forty-two 
architectural schools in the U.S. and 
Canada were represented by teachers 
or prospective teachers in this third 
full scale joint gathering, which en- 
rolled about 115 during the 12-day 
period. Previous seminars have been 
held at Nantucket and Aspen follow- 
ing the joint M.I.T.-Harvard pilot scs- 
sion in 1956. 

Speakers and seminar leaders were 
drawn equally from teacher partici- 
pants and distinguished authorities in 
the U.S. and Canada. They covered à 
range of subjects including background, 
influences and objectives of architectu- 
ral education, methods and curricula in 
a, Britain and Europe, relation- 


Ameri 
ship to planning, research, structure, 
implementing curriculum and a school 
of architecture of the future. (Ed. 
note: could it be Wisconsin?) 

John Ely Burchard, Dean, School of 
Humanities and Social Studies, МІТ. 
was the keynoter and set the tone for 
the next 11 days. He raised questions 
as to a clear understanding of the pur- 
poses of an architectural professional, 


artistic or business education. He sug- 
gested the consideration of bifurcation 
of architectural curriculum in the up- 
per years to channel students with mi- 
nor talents in design into areas where 
their other abilities would be useful 
and necessary to architecture. 
"Thomas Howarth, Director of U. of 
Toronto’s School of Architecture and 
Prof. William Muschenheim of Michi- 
gan presented comprehensive reports 
on architectural education in America 
and Europe. Mr. Howarth, former 
head of U. of Liverpool's school spent 
a year visiting U.S. schools and ob- 
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served. that our high school students 
could be pushed harder to prepare 
them for the University. 
therefore, would be spent at the col- 


Less time, 


legiate level on courses which could be 
taught in high school. 

Mr. Muschenheim made his 
study of European schools under a 


who 


foundation grant observed that Euro- 
pean curricula and knowledge is about 
the same as ours but that by contrast 
their students have more freedom and 
maturity. Lack of self-discipline at the 
U.S. high school level might turn such 
freedom into a burden for our student. 

A psycho-therapist, Dr. Paul Good- 
man, who is also a successful playwright 
and novelist, discussed creativity, devel- 
oping the subject through a formal 
critique of function. He illustrated this 
with a description of varied seating ar- 
rangements used in psycho-therapy, 
cach important to the practioner's 
technique. Brother of an architect, Per- 
cival Goodman, and a student of re- 
ligions, lent great authority to his illus- 
trations of seating in religious build- 
ings. 

Professor Paul Jacques Grillo, Notre 
Dame, presented proposals for a new 
curriculum which would produce a new 
generation of good designers through 
greater uninterrupted time with the 
subject. Technical and mathematical 
courses would be drastically reduced ; 
he cited LeCorbusier and Frank Lloyd 
Wright as non-mathema- 
Faculties would be limited to 
one professor in every field with help 
of tutoring instructors. Technical pro- 


notorious 
ticians. 


fessors would be non-specialists. 

A refreshing comment from the 
Frenchborn and trained architect was 
that "U.S. high schools are the best in 
the world" whose product might not 
compete with his European contem- 
porary in scholarly book knowledge but 
is a contrast to the “round shouldered, 


by Karel Yasko, AIA 


hollow chested European student.” 

A report on the Pratt Institute ex- 
periment where students and critics 
spent a full 8 hour day cach week 
working together was given by Stanley 
Salzman. Professor Salzman was one 
of the three teachers involved in the 
experiment, the success of which re- 
mains to be determined as the class 


through the curriculum. 


progresses 

The “School of Architecture of the 
Future" was described by Walter Тау- 
lor, Director of Education and Re- 
search A.IA. as one which will depart 
from the traditional orbit around 
Structure and Visual Esthetics and re- 
volve around National Environment, 
Man and the Behavioral Sciences, Phy- 
sical Sciences and Design skills. The 
latter “will be taught only as tools for 
study and communication, not as sub- 
stitutes for an architecture of space 
and substance." 

The closing seminar was conducted 
by Walter Netsch of Skidmore, Owings 
and Merrill and who was largely re- 
sponsible for the design of the Air 
Force Academy. As a member of the 
Illinois Architectural Registration Board 
he presented their criteria for the ex- 
amination in design, which is based 
on nine points of consideration. Pilot 
tests were made in cooperation with 
several schools on problems actually 


Continued on page 20 


Karel Yasko, AIA 
Wausau, attended the 
Grindstone Lake con- 
ference representing 
the AIA Committee on 
Education and the 
Wisconsin Chapter, 
AIA, Committee on 
Education and Re- 
search, of which he is 
With him 
on the latter committee are: Eugene Wasser- 


chairman. 


man, Wallace Lee, William Kaeser, Nathaniel 
Sample, and Jack Kloppenburg, all AIA. 


Romany: Spartan LEVEL-SET tile 
goes up 20% faster 


Setting speed test shows 59/ sq. ft. of LEVEL-SET installed 
ready for grout in just forty-seven minutes. 


In forty-seven minutes the same tile-setter erected only 49 sq. 
ft. of ordinary tile. Wall surface and setting methods were 
identical. The difference is in LEVEL-SET's precision sizing— 
time-consuming adjusting of both vertical and horizontal joints 
is eliminated. 


-SET precision-ground 
tile — an exclusive 
Romany - Spartan development. 


Edge-grinding does 
away with glaze flecks 
— assures uniform 
curing of grout. 
Set with beveled 
edges butted for 
straight, uniform 
joints — fast, easy 


Grout-lock design guarantees grouting. 


100% grout adhesion. 


This cross-sectional view of a LEVEL- 
SET joint shows how grout is locked 
Р E I in recessed edges. 

For faster installation, lower cost, 


-— —eRour 
LEVEL-SET TiLE 


better appearance... 


EVEL-SET 


newest development of ROMANY-SPARTAN research 


I EROUT LOCK 


SETTING BED | 


glazed ceramic wall tile... 


Never before, in the glazed wall tile industry, 
has it been possible to maintain exact control 
of size and squareness. Now, through an ex- 
clusive, patented process, Romany*Spartan 
brings you just that — the world's only pre- 
cisely sized 414" square glazed ceramic wall 
tile — LEVEL-SET. 

A completely redesigned body, precision 
ground on all four edges, gives you many addi- 
tional time-saving advantages. LEVEL-SET's 
uniform size stacks plumb and true — guar- 
antees perfect joint alignment. New, non- 
directional bonding rib design eliminates sag, 
assures superior setting bed bond. Ground 


Architects Showroom—Office е 


UNITED STATES CERAMIC TILE COMPANY 


927 Excelsior Ave., East € 


edges eliminate glaze flecks, provide uniform 
curing of grout. 

LEVEL-SET is available in a full range of 
414" square glazed wall colors with matching 
ground-edge bullnose and cove and a full 
complement of angles. Available also in 1234" 
x 17" treated paper-back Quickset-mounted 
sheets. Naturally, all the quality features of 
famous Romany*Spartan tile have been re- 
tained...extra strong buff body, thicker 
glaze, more accurate color and shade control 
... yet, LEVEL-SET costs no more than ordi- 
nary tile! 

For more information or samples, call: 


. THE SPARTA CERAMIC COMPANY °. 


Phone WE. 5-3484 


ROMANY 


SPARTAN, 


CERAMK 


TILE 


Rollin B. Child Northwest Sales Representative 


PANELS. 


Hopkins, Minnesota 
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THE 1959 AIA CONVENTION ... 


by Ruth Hill, Executive Secretary 
Wisconsin Chapter, AIA 


In planning to attend my first АТА convention this 
past June in New Orleans, I thought apprehensively 
and often of the immensity of the size of the meeting 
contrasted with our own Wisconsin Chapter convention. 
We—150 representatives of one chapter; they—dele- 
gates from dozens; we—several nationally-known speak- 
ers, they—more than twelve; Wisconsin Chapter— 
months of preparation, New Orleans—a year. The 
thought was overwhelming. 

My first architectural experience after leaving Mil- 
waukee was a ten-minute stopover at the St. Louis Air- 
port where I viewed for the first time the terminal 
building which merited an Honor Award. It was par- 
ticularly interesting since Minoru Yamasaki was sched- 
uled to participate in a panel at the convention. It is 
nice, even for a layman, to have an insight to the man 
through his work before hearing him speak. I was 
fortunate later to meet Mr. Yamasaki and found him 
to be very friendly and unassuming: the serenity of his 
person is certainly reflected in his buildings. 

The first official session which I attended at the con- 
vention was a gathering of chapter presidents and exec- 
utive secretaries. Items on the agenda included chapter 
meetings (attendance and programs), architect-in-train- 
ing program, dues and budgets, and other grass-root 
subjects. While this session ended officially after a 
couple of hours, it actually continued for the next four 
days for everyone there. To me it was the major part of 
the convention. The informal sessions with other execu- 
tive secretaries and officers are invaluable. Seeing how 
the other chapters habitate is indeed an education. Also 
the bull sessions with AIA staff members cannot be 
replaced by correspondence. I can't imagine a delegate 
returning to his home without a similar feeling of accom- 
plishment gained through exchanging ideas. 

The speakers were topnotch and gave the members 
food for meditation . . . Edward Stone set the keynote 
in his crisp discussion of design . . Philip Johnson, who 
entertained Wisconsin Chapter conventioneers in 1957, 
wittily moderated the panel composed of Charles Pratt, 
William Pereira and Yamasaki which discussed “Indi- 
vidual Theories of Design" . . . Participating in a panel 
on “Design Factors and Resources" was Julian E. Garn- 
sey who will be the banquet speaker at the North Cen- 
tral States Regional conference in Milwaukee this Sep- 
tember. 

I left New Orleans still thinking how BIG the con- 
vention was. Maybe it was fortunate that Milwaukee 
didn't have enough hotel accommodations to host the 
1961 AIA convention as was once considered. Think of 
the mailings .... 


Precast concrete members 
make low-cost school possible 


The new Linton-Stockton Elementary School in Lin- 
ton, Ind. has been widely acclaimed in educational 
circles. It is an example of the speed and economy 
with which urgently needed classrooms can be pro- 
vided quickly and economically. 


Saving in time and money resulted from the use of 
precast concrete construction. The frame is formed 
by precast concrete bents supporting precast channel 


large photo shows one wing of the Linton-Stockton School, 
Small photo above shows a close-up view of one of the pre- 
cast concrete bents while photo below shows method of stock- slabs. Integral parts of the bents are arms for canti- 
piling concrete bents before erection. Designed by Thomas levered sections. Both bents and roof slabs were pre- 
C. Dorste and Spiros G. Pantazi of Indianapolis. Structural 
engineer was Floyd E. Burroughs, also of Indianapolis. 


cast on the site. Careful planning, standardization of 
members and utmost re-use of forms held down costs 
and construction time. 


As a result the 80,000-sq. ft. school was built for 
$870,000. Its 36 classrooms, averaging 1200 sq. ft. in 
size, will accommodate 1,200 pupils. The restrooms 
and halls are floored with terrazzo, which was also 
used for wainscoating in the building. 


Modern precast concrete schools such as this not 
only have low initial cost but also low maintenance 
cost, long life and low annual cost. And they're fire- 
safe, too! So make your next school precast concrete, 


PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 
735 North Water St., Milwaukee 2, Wisconsin 


A national organization to improve and extend the uses of portland cement and 
concrete through scientific research and engineering field work 


TOWARD TOGETHERNESS 


On Thursday, June 18, 1959, a panel 
of architects addressed the Metropoli- 
tan Builders Association meeting held 
at the Wisconsin Telephone Company. 
Excerpts from the speeches of the panel 
members follow: 


FRITZ VON GROSSMANN, AIA, 
Moderator In each of the three 


years I have been on the Parade of 
Homes Jury I have noticed a great 
improvement in the project . . . on 


the other hand I believe it is wrong to 
take approximately fifty standard and 
repetitious builders 


plans, change d 
slightly over the 
years, and place 


these houses imme- 
diately next to 
functional and pre- 
cocious architect 
designed homes . . . 
Invariably the 
award - winning 
influenced winds up 
thougu 


house 


architect 
being the last to sell 
it is superior from the standpoint of 


even 


arrangement and livability. Why is 
this? From the standpoint of market- 
ability, compatible things should be to 
gether. The people who buy archite 
designed homes want the other house; 
in the neighborhood to be of compar- 
able quality with neighbors of equiva- 
lent social and economic interests 
More sales appeal would surely be ac- 
'omplished if architect-planned homes 
were grouped together and from a 
purely economic standpoint this would 
be a wise move . . . Architect-Builder 
collaboration is imminent. Architect 
should covet or solicit builder's design 
and production commissions. Builders 
should not hesitate to contact and con- 
fer with architects preliminary to com- 
missioning . . . АП Builder-Architect 
teams formulated will not necessarily 
be successful, but the large percentage 
WII. 


FREDERICK J. SCHWEITZER, 
АТА, Planning for Profit ..., The value 
of the architect in the merchant builder 
field should not be misconstrued, nor 
should the extent of his services be un- 
derrated. Unless employment. of such 
professional services is capitalized upon 
for its full worth, the architect will fall 
short, not due to lack of ability, but be- 
cause his training and position in the 


8 


building field is not completely under- 
stood . . . The concept that the archi- 
tect is the man to be called in to "pretty 

up" the front of à 


well worn  hous 
plan is the first t» 
be dismissed. This 


approach is as su- 
perficial as the cur- 
rent vogue of paint 
manufacturers. call- 


ing their sample 
cards "decorator 
МИН 3 С: 
would seem logical that those pro- 


fessionally trained in creative planning 
and design with relation to building 
should have a clear cut position in 
the field by virtue of experience. The 
successful builder is recognized by th^ 
architect as an expert in construction, 
land procurement, and sales. A mu- 
tual respect, therefore, between. build- 
er and architect is the first important 
step in intelligent. planning for profit 
It is a violation of sound business that 
one can do without the other... 


CLINTON MOCHON, AIA, Archi- 
tects’ Contribution to Architect-Builder 
Teams... A good contractor is capable 
of constructing high quality buildings 
in so far as assembling materials, and 
good workmanship, but he does not 
have training and experience in good 
architectural design. For this reason an 
architect and builder should work to- 
gether in the area of residential design. 
Today we are sur- 
rounded by resi- 
dences being con- 
structed by build- 
ers which are in 
very poor taste 
architecturally, but, 
in most cases have 

good construction 

and workmanship. 

There is no ques- 
tion in my mind but that it is just a 
matter of time before residential build- 
ers and architects shall work together 
successfully When they join 
forces the architect must understand 
the problems of the builder, particular- 
ly economic ones. The architect should 
be familiar with the builders capabil- 
ities, techniques, assembly line meth- 
ads. The builder must keep an open 
mind and give the architect as much 


design freedom as possible. The archi- 
tect is a creative person striving to 1m- 
prove architectural design. A frequent 
problem is that a contractor has many 
salesmen on his staff who claim they 
know everything the public wants. The 


question. is, if the public has never 
been exposed lo something better 
who can say how acceptable a new 


idea will be? The emphasis 
in the present competitive market is 
on good design whether in clothing, 
automobiles, kitchens, radios, or resi- 
dences. Only the architect сап рго- 
duce good design for the builder, and 
only the builder can produce a well 
constructed residence. "Together they 
can offer a fine home within a reason- 
able budget for the public. 


A. A. TANNENBAUM, АЛА. Get- 
ting the Most out of the Small House 
As builders and architects we 
must take advantage of new products, 
materials and 
methods of con- 
struction... We 
should learn to de- 
sign and build in 
terms of component 
parts instead of in- 
dividual pieces ... 
An illusion of more 
space can be creat- 
ed by proper open 
planning and effective use of color. 
If a good architect cannot save 
money for a builder, he certainly can 
give the houses more buyer appeal 
which will result in more and quicker 
sales. 


DOUGLAS DRAKE, Good Design 
is Good Business Houses are be- 
coming more a symbol of social pres- 
tige, replacing the impressive automo- 
bile, and also are becoming more com- 
plicated as our way of living grows 
more complex and varied and leisure 
time increases Based on a list 
of over one hundred different activi- 
ties that take place within a house, it 
becomes obvious that good design is 
necessary to be able to do all these 
things conveniently . . The mini- 
mum house is becoming obsolete 
Home buyers want the features found 
in large, custom built homes, not just 
gimmicks, planters, exhaust fans, built- 
in appliances and phone jacks г 
They want and need good design 
based on our contemporary way of life. 


Millbrook K-5264-A 


Maximum convenience, 
ease of maintenance 


Straight front styling gives these vitreous china Kohler 


drinking fountains a neat, symmetrical appearance that 
matches the character of today's architecture. They offer 
specific advantages in use and maintenance. 


Bubblers, with openings well above the fountain rims, 


provide sanitary drinking mounds of convenient height 
and angle, and are non-squirting. Metal guards protect Semi-recessed Glenbrook-Glenguard K -5292-A 


Matched 
Drinking Fountain 
and Cuspidor 
Combinations 


for gymnasiums, 
public corridors 


against mouth contact. Self-closing valves are adjustable 
for continuous flow. Automatic regulators maintain vol- 
ume uniformity under varying pressures. Brass conden- 
sation plates eliminate dripping. 

Kohler drinking fountains conform to health regula- 
tions of all states. Smooth, unobstructed surfaces and 
handy access panels simplify cleaning and maintenance, 
Chrome-plated, all-brass fittings minimize wear and cor- 
rosion. Available in white and Kohler colors. 


KOHLER CO. Established 1873 KOHLER, Wis. 


KOHLER oc KOHLER 


Enameled Iron and Vitreous China Plumbing Fixtures — Brass Fittings — Electric Plants— 


К -5302-А 


Air-cooled Engines— Precision Controls 


Tudors 


FRiLEY HarL, Iowa STATE UNIVERSITY, AMES, Iowa 
Brooks-Borc, ARCHITECTS 


Five additions to Friley Hall have been made since 
the original structure was built over 30 years ago. 
Each of these additions featured Tudors face brick 
by Des Moines Clay Company. 


Tudors is a sand textured brick of distinctive 
charm. A mixture of light reds, medium reds and 
reddish purples, with an overall purplish cast, this 
blend presents a cool, refreshing appearance. 


The brick for each unit, because of its very nature, Ара е: Southeast area, the second addition. 
match exactly the previous units. The architect sc- Below: South arca, the third addition. 
lected mortar color to blend with former additions, 
thus the overall effect is one complete building erected 
at one time. 


Complete information and sample panel of this 
distinctive face is available upon request. 


tan wire-cut face brick by Ottumwa Brick and Tile Com- 
pany, please contact us for a sample panel. It's new, 
unusual, and charming. 


GOODWIN COMPANIES 


QUALITY DES MOINES CLAY COMPANY 
ENGINEERING & PROMOTION OFFICES 7 


ЖЕРЕ MASON CITY BRICK AND TILE COMPANY 
7 OTTUMWA BRICK AND TILE COMPANY 
614 Central National Bldg. 513 Foshay Tower 

Des Moines, lowa Minneapolis, Minnesota CLAY OSKALOOSA CLAY PRODUCTS COMPANY 
Phone AT 8-3387 Phone FE 6-6788 PRODUCTS REDFIELD BRICK AND TILE COMPANY 


Donn Hougen, AIA 


Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 


C. E. Veneman Summer Home 


Three photos on right by Rueckl, Appleton 


Herbst, Jacoby and 
Herbst, AIA 


Milwaukee 


Heinz Brummel, 
Design Associate 


Faith Lutheran 


Church 


Cedarburg, Wisconsin 


Wisconsin 
Center 
Building 
Madison 


Foeller, Schober, Berners, Safford and Jahn, AlA 


Green Bay, Wisconsin 


Photo below by William Wollin, Madison 


Complete schedule of architect appearances: 


June 1 Wallace R. Lee, AIA 
June 15 Mark A. Pfaller, AIA 
June 29 George G. Schneider, AIA 
July '6 sss. Clinton Mochon, AIA 
July 13 Eugene Wasserman, AIA 
July 20 Charles Burroughs, АТА 
July 27 Joseph Sherer, ATA 
_ қ T August 3 „Frederick J. Schweitzer, AIA 
The Homes in which Architects Live 
August 10 Nathaniel Sample, AIA 
WTMJ-TV 2:00 p. m August 17 Robert P. Potter, AIA 
Beulah Donohue - Woman's World Bine m Мешеу Bag Allary BUR 
September 7 Donn Hougen, AIA 
September 14 .. Norman Minster, Associate 
September 21 Myron Sielaff, AIA 
September 28 Joseph Weiler, AIA 
October 12 ............John Brust, АТА 


Eugene Wasserman, AIA, brings his home to 
the WTMJ-TV Beulah Donohue show on July 


for truly gracious grounds lighting 


NEW SOFT-AS-A-MOONBEAM 


Gaslife 


Old-fashioned? Indeed it is—and charmingly so—in 

the same sense that a columned veranda or a 

genial fireplace are old-fashioned! 

The restful rays of “Gaslite" provide a kindly complement 
—a soothing, unhurried glow of hospitality—to the 
outdoor enjoyment everyone loves today! 
And whether your house and grounds be 
traditional or contemporary, the faultless, 
modern lines handcrafted into Gaslite's 
varied designs will comport perfectly. 
Let your driveway, patio, porch, 
doorway and garden paths speak a 
cheery, well-bred “welcome” without 
garish glare. The installed price of 
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CONCLUSION 
This is par! two of a report on the activities of the Joint 
Civic Design and Urban Renewal Committee of the Mil- 
waukee Division, Wisconsin Chapter, AIA, in relation to 
downtown building problems. In the July WISCONSIN 
ARCHITECT a proposed ordinance was printed and com- 


mented upon. Following are additional comments and a 


specific problem faced. 


Automobile Parking 

Parking is an interesting part of the new ordinance 
particularly since there is no reference to it in the text 
of the ordinance. It was felt parking can be provided 
in any new structure but that area used for this pur- 
pose would count as part of the floor area of the 
building if within the building at grade or above. Out- 
door parking areas at grade would not qualify as prem- 
ium arca regardless of location. Building floor arca is 
calculated at the first floor and above; basement space 
is not counted. Some might argue that interior parking 
area should not be counted as floor area or even given an 
additional premium. We felt this would not be wise 
since one of the prime results that we were after was 
to create an impetus to openness at grade for public 
use. By allowing a special concession to parking this 
impetus might be offset and control would be lost on 
the size of a building. Any number of stories of park- 
ing could be built in addition to the primary functional 


area of the building as determined by basic ratio plus 


any qualifying premiums, 

Another factor should be considered with regard to 
parking. Would it be desirable for each building on a 
major strect to have its own parking facility which 
could handle the needs of both tenants and the tenants? 
clients? Certainly not in all cases. Each building which 
incorporates a parking facility affects the overall plan- 
ning of the downtown area for years to come. The 
city would find it difficult to close a street that was 
the access to a parking facility even if closing such a 
strect might be beneficial to the area as a whole. Down- 
town parking would best be on the. periphery of the 
business area rather than in it. This is true for reasons 


Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc. photo 


by Rolf Irgens 


of case of access to and from parking, for both driver 
and pedestrian, lessening of the conflict of pedestrian 
and automobile traffic, and the development of a down- 
town business area which is scaled to the pedestrian 
One does most of his business as a pedestrian and not 
bchind the whecl of a car. 

The proposed “Marine Plaza" complex indicates a 
parking solution which should benefit “downtown”. 
The parking structure is on the south side of Michigan 
Avenue (the periphery of the main business area.) This 
parking is both convenient to the business area and is 
located as not to congest or forever tic up Wisconsin 
Avenue as a traffic route. Parking is a real problem 
but the solution to it does not seem to lie in trying 
to provide for it in the heart of “downtown”. 


Marine Bank Project 

An interesting factor which seemed ever present in 
the background of our studies was the Marine Plaza 
Project. We felt our approach to “downtown” zoning 
should not reflect projects with which we as individuals 
were not thoroughly acquainted and by no means should 
the possible desirability of a particular building complex 
be used as a framework for designing a well thought out 
ordinance. The proposed Marine Plaza Project exceeded 
the then existing ordinance with respect to height, but 
was under the allowable floor area requirement. Any 
attempt to write a premium incentive type of ordinance 
under which the Marine project would qualify would 
have allowed other buildings by the same rules to be 
built to ridiculous proportions, whereas the Marine 
Project would not be taking advantage of the potentials 
of such an ordinance. One example prepared by Peter 
Seidel indicated that a 100 story building would be 
feasible on a quarter of a city block if rules were de- 
signed that would allow the Marine Project to develop 
under a high basic ratio plus high plaza and setback 
premium type of ordinance. We feel we in part were 
responsible for the solution to this predicament with our 
suggestion to the Land Commission staff members that 
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if the two blocks involved in the project could be con- 
sidered as one property that the low ratio (less than the 
basic ratio of 8) utilized on the parking garage block 
would allow a higher ratio on the other block. The 
Land Commission staff redefined the term lot in an 
ordinance as follows: 


A lot is a parcel of land in a single ownership occupied by not more 
accessory buildings or uses customarily incident 


than one building and the 
to it, including such open spaces as are required by this chapter, except 
that in a project instituted under the provisions of Section 66.405-66-425 
Wisconsin Statutes a lot may include more than one parcel of land, In 
determining lot area no part thereof within the limits of a street, alley or 
body of water shall be included. 

Victor Gruen, architect for the Marine Project along 
with Robert Rasche of Milwaukec, expressed interest in 
the studies of our committee. The following is from a 
letter Mr. Gruen wrote Harry Bogner in December, 
1958: 

“I personally believe it would be a great mistake to 
set up bulk restrictions which are unrealistic, as onc 
could make the economic utilization of land in the 
downtown area impossible. A stagnation of all building 
activity downtown would result. I also feel that con- 
sideration should be given to the possibility of con- 
sidering as a ground area not only arcas located within 
onc building floor, but to permit that as ground arca 
be calculated any arca which is located on adjoining 
blocks as long as such area is under one ownership or 
developed as a cooperative action and in an integrated 
action by a group of owners. 

“If such a thought could be adopted it would tend 
to encourage the development of larger environmental 
units and thus discourage fragmentized development in 
piece-meal fashion, which is usually economically dis- 


advantageous and aesthetically displeasing. That su- 
perior economic and aesthetic results can be achieved 
on this basis is proven by developments like Rockefeller 

tenter in New York, Mile High Center in Denver and 
many others. We architects are well aware of the fact 
that the future of urbanization in the United States is 
in balance. The automobile a means of mass trans- 
portation has encouraged the scatterization of our urban 


areas. Many of our downtown cores are fighting d 
perately against physical blight and economic deterior- 
ation. If we allow our urban cores to continue on the 
path of deterioration, we will not only destroy our urban 
way of life, but we will also transfer the tax loads, which 
are now being carried by downtown areas, to the rest 
of the metropolitan area and suburbia. 

“We architects have a vital interest in keeping urban 
culture, through which, after all, most important human 
progress has sprung to life, and we should do everything 
in our power to bring a revitalization of our city cores 
about. 

“The essential quality of a dynamic and working 
downtown core is: Compactness. Compactness is essen- 
tial in order to make it easy to have direct exchanges in 
matters of business, social life, cultural life and enter- 


Thus which would make it 


more difficult to get on foot from one place to another, 


tainment. 


any measure 
is an anti-city measure and will finally destroy the city. 

“Because campactness is so essential, you might also 
want to give consideration to the recommendation that 
building bulk regulations should be graduated and that 
the highest use of land should be permitted in the 
comparatively small area which forms the real heart of 
business, administrative and shopping activities, and that 
less dense usages of land should be prescribed for areas 
surrounding the business heart area. 

“In most cities, and I do not have any reason to be- 
lieve that it is different in Milwaukee, the business heart 
area covers only a few blocks in each direction. 

"The main reason why a reduction of density has 
seemed desirable to many people is that they hoped to 
climinate traffic congestion by spreading the city. These 
hopes, as we know from our daily experience, have not 
been fulfilled. On the contrary, the more we have 
robbed people of the opportunity to walk from one 
place to another the more we have forced them to use 
automobiles in connection with every daily activity. If, 
on the other hand, we succeed in establishing truly 
compact activity areas we would be enabled to exclude 
automobile traffic from such arcas and to provide for 
car storage facilities at their outer fringe." 


Formation of the Architects Study Group 
The first step of Mr. Harry Bogner, Chairman of the 
Civic Design Committee, was to appoint Messrs. Blake, 
Seidel, Kurtz, Slater, and myself to a sub-committee 
which was to study an early form of a “Proposed New 
Ordinance.” It should be noted that shortly after this 
the Civic Design and Urban Renewal Committees were 
combined under co-chairmen, Mr. Harry Bogner and 
Mr. Clinton Mochon, inasmuch as the work and interests 

of the two committees proved to be overlapping. 


Work of the Sub-Committee 


The sub-committee began work under the tutelage 
of Mr. Vincent Lung of the Land Commission Staff. 
He went to great effort in explaining the background 
of the zoning situation and what they hoped to accom- 
plish with a “new ordinance.” As with any group 
delving beyond the obvious factors of a particular study 
there was much to be learned and assimilated by our 
sub-committee. First, we had to determine what we felt 
were the principal objectives to be attained by a "new 
ordinance." Out of the early meetings came five separate 
proposals; one by each member, illustrating what he 
considered the essence of the problem. After diagram- 
ming the effects of various factors and study of the ap- 
proach, to similar problems and regulations by other 
cities, we presented a single alternate proposal to the 
Land Commission staff in November of 1958. This was 
accompanied with a letter to Elmer Krieger, Executive 
Secretary of the Land Commission, explaining how our 


Continued on page 22 


MENOMONEE FALLS 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 


MENOMONEE FALLS, WIS. 


——— M E E р 


Precast Reinforced Concrete Structural Frame 
Flexicore Floors & Roof 


Architect 


KLOPPENBURG & KLOPPENBURG 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


General Contractor 
WM. SCHOBER & SON 
Thiensville, Wis. 


MID-STATES CONCRETE PRODUCTS CO. 


P.O. BOX 325 BELOIT, WISCONSIN 


ON A HOOK FOR EARLY COMPLETION 


D.G. BEYER, Inc. 


general contractor 


1701 N. LOVERS LANE ROAD 


SPring 4-6881 


Yasko from page 4 


used in Board exams. The logical se- 
quence of the nine points were im- 
pressive to a point that opinions were 
expressed on the hope that other states 
would use a similar approach. 

Netsch picked up the theme of Wal- 
ter Taylor’s behavioral science study 
and suggested that architectural offices 
might bring in sociologists for consulta- 
tion for many projects. "SOM has 
done this on a limited scale, but not 
as much as we'd like.” 

'The entire Grindstone Seminar was 
concluded with a dinner on the eve- 
ning of the 10th at which Karel Yasko, 
Wausau, was Master of Ceremonies. 
He represented the AIA Committee on 
Education and the Wisconsin Chap- 
ter and extended greetings on behalf 
of the architects of Wisconsin. Such 
an affair was an innovation at the 
rs and served to wind-up the 11 
y sion on a warm note. 

Recognition was extended to Harold 
Bush-Brown, Chairman of the Seminar 
and Buford Pickens, Washington Uni- 
versity and president of ACSA who 
served as moderator of all Seminars. 
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thinking varied from the staffs and suggested discussion 
of the differences, 

The summation of our objectives as hereafter stated 
was the introduction to our report of November 18, 1958 


Proposed Zoning Ordinance for 125 Foot Height 
DISTRICT OF MILWAUKEE 

In order for ‘Downtown’ to regain its former 
prestige and once more to grow, it must compete 
with outlying shopping centers and suburban 
business locations by becoming a pleasant, con- 
venient place to shop and conduct business. 

Proper zoning regulations would encourage 
an orderly and coherent growth of the arca. 


Desired Results of the Proposed Ordinances 
1. To encourage open spaces adjacent to tall higher 
density buildings. 
2. To guarantee the possibility of reasonably sized 
structures for the small property holder. 


To provide a reasonable maximum density for the 
‘District’, thus encouraging redevelopment over large 
areas at a medium density rather than redevelop- 
ment in a very limited area at a high density. This 
should protect property values over a larger area. 


1. To guarantee the possibility of utilizing natural light 
above an established height by offset requirements. 

5. Not to establish an arbitrary height limit for non- 
residential buildings. 

6. To avoid forcing bad architectural solutions through 
having too many restrictive clauses. 

Not to encourage the development of small private 

parking facilities in conjunction with buildings 

which may become liabilities with regard to future 
traffic planning and city planning. 

Note: We revised our thinking at a later date with 
regard to item 3£4 as is discussed elsewhere in the report. 

Most of our discussions with the Land Commission 
Staff were with Messrs. Elmer Krieger, Vincent Lung, 
and Carl Quast, all of whom were most helpful and 
willing to listen to our views. 

On December 10, 1958 several members of our sub- 
committee attended a hearing before the Board of Public 
Land Commissionrs at which time we went on record 
as opposing a basic floor area—land area ratio in ex- 
cess of six. It was at this meeting that the Land Com- 
mission Staff first presented their proposed "new ordi- 
nance" to the Board of Land Commissioners. The 
Land Commissioners suggested that the staff members 
and our sub-committee work together and resolve any 
difference. 

Architect, Willis Leenhouts arranged a meeting of 
our committee with Mayor Zeidler in January. Mem- 
bers of the Land Commission Staff were present. 

Certain elements of the new zoning ordinance, I feel, 
were included because of our committee's insistence. Of 
these the arcade and rear yard premiums are the major 
examples plus the giving of equal values to setback, 
plaza, and qualifying sideyard. 

Of the items we opposed which were struck from 
the ordinance, a number are significant. We opposed 
the inclusion of an additional gratis premium for build- 
ing adjacent to public open space such as the Milwau- 
kee River or over the Northwestern tracks next to 
Juneau Park. We felt that there was no need for arti- 
ficially allowing such properties to be more heavily 
built upon. We opposed the idea of giving a one for 


one premium for the projected arca at cach story not 
built in above the first story but below the ninth story 
This would have encouraged a typical pattern of solidly 
built blocks one story high with great towers rising 
from them; there would be no actual opening up ot 
grade level for the public. In the example of the 
one story structure with a tower, it would have been 
equivalent to giving a premium of seven to the area 
covered by the one story portion of the building 

It was also proposed that mandatory 20-foot offsets 
from property lines provided on street property lines and 
on common property lines above the eighth story of 
buildings. We concurred with the idea of requiring 
such offsets along common property lines so as to guar- 
antee light to adjacent buildings above that height; at 
the same time we assumed, however, that the tendency 
would be to set back the 20 feet at grade and thus pick 
up a sideyard premium and have a sheer walled build- 
ing at the same time. We also felt at that time that the 
guarantee of the resultant forty feet of guaranteed 
openness above the eighth story of buildings should also 


apply across alleys or any open way less than forty feet 
wide. The committee was much opposed to anything, 
however, which would tend toward the New York typ 
of offset system. The Land Commission staff members 
suggested along with the offset proposal that if the area 
per floor above the eighth story was one-third or less 
than the ground area, a structure might be built sheer 
walled (without offset) for that portion of the building. 
Our committee took exceptions to this proposal as being 
too arbitrary. We reached agreement, however, on the 
elimination of any and all required offsets. Thus each 
property owner must project his own window walls on 
common property lines by setting back on his own 
property. If he were to set back 20 feet or more, he 
could qualify for a sideyard premium. A required offset 
on street facades could have forced some questionable 
architectural solutions. 

The major point with which we disagreed in the 
final writing of the new ordinance was the basic allow- 
able floor area—land area ratio of eight. Some of our 
committee felt that six would have been a better fig- 
ure thus adding greater incentive to the accumulation 
of larger parcels of land so that premiums might be 
more easily taken advantage of. It is difficult to take 
advantage of any premiums on a small lot 

Mr. Krieger presented the final form of the new 
ordinance to the Board of Land Commissioners in 
January, 1959. It was accepted. After study by a sub- 
committee of the Common Council it, along with the 
redefining of "lot" was passed by the Common Council. 


Value of Our Action 

It should be emphasized that once our sub-committec 
had oriented itself with background information and 
study, we agreed with the methods and approach pro- 
posed for the new ordinance by the Land Commission 
Staff. Although we did play a part in determining cer- 
tain technical factors of the new ordinance, our primary 
value was that of publicly supporting an improved and 
potentially beneficial ordinance for the City of Milwau- 
kee. As a group of architects we have an obligation to 
the public to use our background and knowledge to pro- 
mote legislation which will ultimately benefit the citi- 
zens of this community. We must speak with the author- 


ity our profession demands 

There was no apparent organized opposition to the 
new ordinance, but the fact that we as a group did 
support it gave it stature which assisted (we have been 
assured) in its acceptance 
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